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for their continual support and trust throughout the year.

In this issue, we see exciting development in the IP field in both Hong Kong and China – the 

setting up of an IP specialist list in the Court of First Instance in Hong Kong and an IP court 

in Beijing as a subdivision of the Supreme People’s Court. We also look at the draft patent 

examination guidelines in Hong Kong and the new E-Commerce Law in China with 

IP enforcement measures.

Lastly, as we welcome the Year of the Pig, we warmly wish for peace, prosperity and

happiness to all.

n 2018, our lawyers and different practice groups at Wilkinson & Grist have again 

received recognition of their market leading roles. We gratefully thank all our clients I
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Keith Ho Andrea Fong

HKSAR
Registration of

Persons Tribunal

HKSAR Appeal
Tribunal Panel

HKSAR
Administrative
Appeals Board

Florence Lam Lawrence Chan

Lawrence has also been appointed as Chairman of the Appeal
Tribunal Panel for a period of 3 years from 1 December 2018 to 30
November 2021. The Appeal Tribunal is to hear appeal cases against
the decisions made by the Building Authority in the exercise of
discretion conferred under the Buildings Ordinance.
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Intellectual
Property
Committee

Licensing
Executives Society
China, Hong
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Chapter�

The Law
Society of
Hong Kong

Ivan Chu, Partner, Dispute Resolution Practice Group, has been
appointed by the Secretary for Transport and Housing to be a member
of the Appeal Panel (Estate Agents Ordinance) under section 32 of the
Estate Agents Ordinance (Cap 511) for a period of 2 years with
effect from 1 January 2019. The Appeal Panel is a statutory body
established on 1 January 1999 under the Ordinance to hear and
deliberate on appeals lodged under section 31 of the Ordinance against
the licensing and disciplinary decisions of the Estate Agents Authority.

Annie Tsoi, Partner, Intellectual Property Practice Group, has been 
re-elected as council member (and as the treasurer) of the Licensing 
Executives Society China, Hong Kong Sub-Chapter (LESCHK) for 
the 2-year term 2019-2020. LESCHK is part of an international IP 
organisation with over 10,000 members around the world involved in the 
business of IP.

John Budge, Consultant of our Dispute Resolution Practice Group,
received a Gold Award in the 2018 Pro Bono and Community Work 
Recognition Programme of the Law Society of Hong Kong. John
has been very involved in public service in Hong Kong for many years.



The Bank of
East Asia

Composers
and Authors

Society of
Hong Kong
Ltd (CASH)

The Bank of East Asia at Grand Hyatt on 2 January 2019 to congratulate 
BEA on their success and contribution to the community.
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Hong Kong
Intellectual
Property
Department
(IPD)

Boston, USA, 18 – 22 May 2019

Yokohama, Japan, 24 – 28 May 2019

London, UK, 15 – 18 September 2019

Edinburgh, UK, 26 – 29 June 2019

Dublin, Ireland, 17 – 20 September 2019

Vienna, Austria, 9 – 12 October 2019

Taipei, Taiwan, 8 – 12 November 2019

Austin, Texas, USA, 19 – 22 November 2019



The Securities and Futures Commission explores 
potential regulation of virtual asset trading 
platforms

Raymond Chan
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Mena Lo

Draft patent examination guidelines on business 
method exclusion



Setting up of an intellectual property specialist list in the Hong 
Kong Court of First Instance

initiative

In late 2018, the Chief Justice decided to establish a specialist list on intellectual property
cases in the Court of First Instance (“the List”). The Judiciary is in the process of preparing 
new practice directions to replace the existing one on the Trade Marks Ordinance and to amend 
the existing one on interlocutory applications. No effective date of setting up of the 
List has been announced yet.
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China steps up IP protection

Annie Tsoi

Actual Knowledge and Constructive Knowledge - Under the new
law, when the platform operators know or ought to know that the
relevant goods or services infringe the intellectual property of
others, they ought to take necessary measures against the online
dealers, including removing, blocking, disconnecting and
suspending the infringing contents.



On 13 December 2018, the Supreme People’s Court (the “SPC”) 
announced new provisions concerning prohibitory injunctions in 
intellectual property disputes. A prohibitory injunction is a court order that 
stops one party from taking or continuing to take an action that adversely 
affects another party until the matter is heard in court.
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The Supreme People's Court launched an intellectual property court in 
Beijing on 1 January 2019 as a new step to effectively safeguard intellectual 
property rights.



New format of patent certificate
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